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“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure buried in a field; which 

a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field.” 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant searching for fine 

pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all 

he has and buys it.” 

In these parables both men appreciate the true value of what 

they have discovered. Both men are certain about the wisdom of what they must do and 

are willing to put everything on the line to secure their   newfound treasure.  Today Jesus 

is asking us to determine how much we treasure the Kingdom of Heaven. How valuable 

is Heaven to us and what are we prepared to do to secure it? Are we    prepared to give 

all we’ve got and to renounce everything that gets in the way? If the two men in the  

parables had passed their treasure by or failed to  recognise the  treasure’s value, we 

would have thought them insane, yet this is how we behave all the time. 
 
All too often we are prepared to let the Kingdom of Heaven slip through our fingers.  

Perhaps we do this because we have never stopped to reflect on how valuable the    

Kingdom of Heaven is. Perhaps we have recognised the value of God’s Kingdom to us but 

have forgotten it in the day-to-day distractions of putting meals on the table and paying 

the bills. Perhaps heaven’s rewards seem so distant that we prefer instead to work for 

more immediate and tangible rewards …. , home improvements, fame, social acceptance 

and career development. Perhaps we think we can work on God’s agenda and our own 

agenda simultaneously, recognising the value of God’s Kingdom but not quite able to 

renounce our own self-interest. 

Jesus gives us some concrete advice. He tells us that those who study the scriptures and 

search diligently will find the discernment to recognise God’s treasure and the wisdom 

to secure it. 

                            MASS TIMES 

 

Saturday Vigil  29th July 
6.00pm Confessions 
6.30pm  J Smith RIP 
 
Sunday 30th July  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
09.00 People of the Parish 
11.00 Mary Theresa Anthony RIP,  
             Indra Anthony & Simon Suresh  
            intentions 
Monday 31st  July 
No mass 
 
  
Tuesday 1st August 
09.30  James Russell, Intentions  

 
Wednesday 2nd August 
09.30 Rajam Ramamurthy, Intentions 

 

Please remember to switch off your mobile phone before Mass 
God deserves all our attention  Thank you. 

                                            
Important Contacts. 

Safeguarding:  Richard Roberts 0118 978 9059 e-mail:  richard.x.roberts@gmail.com 
Other Priests in the area : Fr Marcus Brisley 01252 876820 
Fr. Danny Mc Avoy  01344 425729,   Fr Kevin Bidgood 01344 620591  
Hospital / Home visits.  Sick Communion, Baptism Preparation 
If you are sick or going into hospital and would like a visit or  Holy  Communion,  
call the office on 0118 978 0348 or call Fr. David.  
Baptisms—see Fr. David after Mass on any Sunday for further details 

 
Thursday 3rd August 
09.30 Tommie Hastings, Intentions 
Rosary after mass   
Friday 4th August  
St John Vianney 
09.30  No mass 
10.30 Funeral of James Ilett RIP 
 
Saturday 5th August  
09.30  
Confessions after mass 
 
Saturday Vigil  5th August  
6.00pm Confessions 
6.30pm  Brenda White RIP 
 
Sunday 6th August  
The Transfiguration 
09.00  Margaret  Lawlor RIP 
11.00  People of the Parish 

Parish Office Opening Times :- Tuesday to Friday, 09.00 to 13.00    
The Parish Office is closed all day Monday 
Your Parish Administrator, Una Smith, can be contacted on  Tel: 0118 978 0348  
or email , wokingham@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   



In your prayers, please remember those who have recently 
died.  Also pray for all who are sick, in  hospital or  
housebound especially Eileen Hendy,  Pam Sheridan, Mary 
Ann Froud, Daniel Sutton, Ruth Murphy,  Miriam Terry,  
Joseph Nemeth, Hugh Dwan, Natalie Mahon,  
Tommy Hastings and Sr Veronica. 

The Traidcraft stall will be in the Keenan Rooms this weekend 

 

 

We are looking for new Ministers of the Word to join our team for  Saturday and 
Sunday masses.  To find out more about this very important ministry,  please    
contact the Parish Office . 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes with Bishop Philip and the Catholic Association - 

18-25th August—Bookings are now closing for this pilgrimage, you have until 31st 

July to apply for an unassisted place. Please contact Fr John Cooke or Mrs Clare 

Ryan on 01489 572797 or email lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

Last WeekΩs Collection : 
Standing Orders: £1,300 
Envelopes:  £214 
Cash: £527 
 

Thank you for your  
Contribution 

Portsmouth Diocese 

CAFOD Portsmouth Harvest Briefing  - Join us at a 
special Harvest Briefing on  
Thursday 7 September from 7.30pm to 9pm  
at English Martyrs’ Church Hall,  
64 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2EB to hear 
more about CAFOD’s work in El Salvador, the focus 
of Harvest Fast Day.  Please book a place in  
advance via  01252 329385 or  
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk —  Thank you. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society (the SVP)  is an international 

Christian voluntary organisation dedicated to tackling poverty, 

loneliness and disadvantage.   Help is offered to all in need,  

irrespective of creed, colour, race or lifestyle.  It is as  important today as it ever has 

been. 

There is now a SVP Group working in Wokingham, reaching out to those in need of 

help and support. Our aim is to help those in our community at times of crisis as 

well as to reach out to people who are disabled, lonely, sick or housebound by   

visiting, befriending and providing practical assistance on an ongoing basis. The 

group meets regularly at Corpus Christi and consists of a committed team of       

volunteers who live in the parish and worship here. Do you need help or do you 

know someone in need of help?  We may be able to provide material assistance or 

advice or simply a listening ear. The SVP can be contacted on 07786 492948 and all 

calls are completely confidential.  

You can help by becoming a member, a Friend of the SVP or by providing financial 

or material help in response to appeals through the parish newsletter.  

Prayer Walking in Wokingham—A group of people from different churches across  
Wokingham have started to 'prayer walk' in areas of the town during the lighter 
summer evenings. They have had great experiences so far, meeting people along 
the way, chatting and praying with them. All are welcome - why not go along and 
try it? Forthcoming dates and locations below.  
Contact: Anna Rogerson, Wokingham Baptist Church 0781 0634987 
Monday 31st July - Keephatch area/ Mulberry Grove - 7.30pm (meet at Mulberry 
Grove car park, off Keephatch) 
Sunday 13th August - Montague Park - 6.30pm (meet at Barratt's showroom car park) 

Monday 21st Aug - Norrey's area - 7.30pm (meet outside Norrey's Church) 

The funeral for Anne Timmins RIP will be held at St Thomas More’s church               
in Twyford  on Thursday 3rd August at 14.15 

Don’t forget to take a look at the Portsmouth Diocese e-newsletter for all the  
current and forthcoming ‘happenings’ in our diocese 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews/issue146.php 

Feast day of St John Vianney, 4th August —Patron Saint of Parish Priests 
St John, canonised 31st May 1925, was deeply devoted to St Philomena.  
He would often say:- "Private prayer is like straw scattered here and there: If you set 
it on fire, it makes a lot of little flames. But gather these straws into a bundle and 
light them, and you get a mighty fire, rising like a column into the sky; public prayer 
is like that."  


